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69 INFANTRY GROUP
BRIEFING NOTE


The 69 Infantry Group (69 INF GP) will deploy in November 2026 to South Lebanon as part of UNIFIL (United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon). The Unit was formally activated on 31 AUG 2026, following completion of Phase 1 training. This marked the commencement of Phase 2 training, where personnel from across the Defence Forces reported to Aiken Barracks, Dundalk, to begin administrative, logistical and tactical preparations for both Phase 3 training and overseas deployment to Lebanon. Phase 3 training, commenced in Coolmoney Camp, Glen of Imaal in Co. Wicklow, on the 19 OCT 2026 and ensured personnel were fully prepared to participate in Chapter 6 Peace Support Operations and execute their allocated tasks in the mission area in accordance with United Nations Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1701 (2006) and UNSCR 2790 (2024) up to the 31 DEC 2026 and will transfer to UNSCR 2790 on 01 JAN 27 for the orderly withdrawal.

69 INF GP will deploy to the UNIFIL area in three (3) Chalks to Lebanon throughout November.

On deployment, 69 INF GP will commence operations as part of a multinational Battalion, comprising of Irish, Polish and Hungarian personnel, collectively referred to as IRISHPOLBATT. 

69 INF GP will be the final Irish unit to serve in UNIFIL under the current mandate and will conduct the withdrawal in 2027.

1. Stats & Figures

a. The establishment of the 69 INF GP is 294 personnel. (Unit strength is at 280, as at 09/10/2026).

b. Nineteen (19) females will deploy with the 69 INF GP.

c. Eighty-One (81) personnel will be travelling overseas in an operational capacity with the Defence Forces for the first time.

d. Personnel travelling with the 69 INF GP represent 28 counties across Ireland—the     biggest contributor being Dublin (37)


2. Officer Commanding 69 INF GP

[bookmark: _Hlk241150998]On behalf of the men and women of the 69 Infantry Group deploying to the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), I wish to extend a warm welcome to our families, friends, guests and colleagues who join us today on the occasion of our Ministerial Review.
Today is a poignant day for all of the members of the 69 Infantry Group and particularly their families. This formal review by Minister for Defence and Foreign Affairs Ms. Helen McEntee represents the culmination of months of detailed preparation, demanding training, and dedicated service by all members of the 69 Infantry Group; in readiness to undertake Ireland’s continuing commitment to peacekeeping on the international stage. The personnel from the 69 Infantry Group are an example of everything that is positive about your Defence Forces. The Unit embodies the Defence Forces values of Respect, Loyalty, Selflessness, Physical Courage, Moral Courage and Integrity.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank those that supported the raising and training of 69 Infantry Group, in particular General Officer Commanding (GOC) 2 Brigade, Brigadier General Stephen Ryan, and his staff and all Defence Force elements who have supported this effort. While the 27th Infantry Battalion has the honour of being lead unit for this overseas deployment, the majority of personnel have been drawn from the wider Defence Forces, soldiers, sailors, aircrew, NCOs, and officers from multiple units and services that have formed into a cohesive and professional formation.

The 69 Infantry Group deploys with mixture of Infantry operators and Combat Support and Combat Service Support assets. This broad and diverse range of capabilities serves to create a cohesive and highly effective peacekeeping and drawdown force. On deployment, the unit will merge with our international partners from Poland and Hungary to form the multinational IRISHPOLBATT until the conclusion of UNIFIL Operations on 31st December 2026.
It is a privilege for all members of the 69 Infantry Battalion to serve the UNIFIL Mission for a final time and our thoughts and reflections go to those 48 families who’s loved ones did not return from the UNIFIL and died in the name of peace. For many on parade today, it is a significant moment in their careers as they deploy for the first time in what is a challenging environment. Over the last number of weeks, we have trained specifically to prepare for the challenges ahead. We have exercised personnel in a robust and realistic manner that has built the teams' trust and confidence in one another.  This robust and dynamic military training focused on preparing the 69 Infantry Group to conduct Peace Supporting Operations (PSO) in Lebanon and will give us confidence to work side by side with our international colleagues in UNIFIL until the completion of the mission and our successful withdrawal from Lebanon.
For each and every one of us, family is our key driver; I would like to acknowledge those families and loved ones who keep the home flame going. I am very aware that our deployment will impact families and loved ones over the Christmas period, and I want to express my sincere thanks and gratitude to those families and loved ones that make this essential peacekeeping possible.  Your support and sacrifice enable us to do the job and achieve the Mission.
The 69 Infantry Group will be the last Irish Defence Forces unit to serve the UNIFIL mission. Throughout decades Irish soldiers have contributed greatly to maintenance of the peace in South Lebanon, providing support to regional stability, the Lebanese Armed Forces and the protection of civilians. These are proud traditions.  It is a demanding role that requires professionalism, restraint, and courage in equal measure. The 69 Infantry Group is ready, we are well trained, well equipped and determined to complete the mission. It’s a proud day for each member of the that team and it’s our honour to follow in the footsteps of those who have served and died in the name of peace.  

3. Youngest and Oldest Soldiers

Oldest: BQMS Christopher Merrigan 
Youngest: Tpr Senan Daly (20)


2x Father & Sons: Sgt Seamus O’Donnacha & Pte Alex O’Donnacha
                              Cpl Jeremiah Loughnane & Pte Nathan Loughnane
4. Most Overseas Deployments

RSM Conor Kelleher & Pte John Siggins (18)
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