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Once we completed our MIT block, we kicked into FAR (First Aid Responder) training, 
with instructors from the Medical Corps teaching us basic first aid. We moved from 
practical training with the Medics into theoretical training in lecture halls for our 
Defensive Studies. Throughout the Cadetship, Cadets receive a level 7 diploma in Defence 
and Leadership Studies from a third level institution, Maynooth University. This study is 
broken up into week-long blocks, spread throughout phase 2 and phase 3, educating us 
on subjects such as Politics, Military History, Bookkeeping, Irish History and Sociology. 

A highlight of phase 2 is the class pilgrimage to Lourdes, where Cadets took part in 
religious ceremonies, military parades and supported the local charity group - the Curragh 
Lourdes Fund. This was a highly rewarding experience, enjoyed by every Cadet. Once we 
arrived back to Ireland, our final exercise to finish Phase 2 lay before us. Platoon Field, a 
scaled-up version of Section Field, took us to the Glen of Imaal where we practiced and 
were assessed in platoon attack tactics. To celebrate finishing Platoon Field, Cadets went 
on Adventure week - a week either in Donegal, rock climbing and kayaking, or in Clare, 
learning to scuba dive.  This brought Phase 2 to a close as we said goodbye to the Air Corp 
class, who left to continue their training in Baldonnel. �

The Empowerment Phase
Phase 3, or the Empowerment phase represented an uptick in both pace and responsibility for 
the Cadets, seeing us on five weeks of ground exercises over a three-month period. These five 
weeks involved the Dig-In, our defensive exercise, Exercise ISTAR (Intelligence, Surveillance, 
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Target Acquisition, Reconnaissance), and our offensive exercise, OOTW (Operations Other 
Than War) where we were tested on our leadership, our command and control and on all the 
military skills that we had learned so far in Phase 3, and the Cadetship as a whole. 
Going from the ground to Áras Uachtaráin, the 101st Cadet Class acted as the Guard of 
Honour for our newly appointed President Catherine Connolly, who was presented with 
Credentials by the new Ambassadors.   

Finally, we completed Exercise MOUT (Military Operations in Urban Terrain) in Poolbeg, 
Dublin, where we practiced room clearance, and defensive tactics in built up area, seized 
multi-story facilities, as well as conducting urban CBRN (Chemical, Biological, Radiological, 
Nuclear) warfare. To mark the end of a difficult but rewarding phase, we played 7-aside 
soccer between the staff and Cadets before enjoying a well-earned Christmas dinner. We 
then broke for Christmas leave, looking ahead into both the New Year and Phase 4. 

The Synthesis Stage
We began Phase 4 with several courses that we would take into our commissioned lives. 
These courses include range management, blinds disposal (unexploded munitions 
disposal) and pistol training. We also received our briefs from each of the different Corps, 
in order to help us choose our future career paths beyond Commissioning. The class went 
on to do Platoon LFTT (Live Fire Tactical Training) before completing CRC (Crowd Riot 
Control) training. Our CRC week ended with a riot with the Junior Cadets acting as the 
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rioters, and the phase culminated with the PSO exercise (Peace Security Operations) and a 
charity run inspired by the David Goggins 4 x 4 x 4 challenge to aid O.N.E (Organisation 
of National Ex-Service Personnel) and the Curragh Lourdes Fund, two highly important 
charities that are close to the class.  

Our story now continues as we look forward, as a class, to commissioned life in our units. 



Commissioning Ceremony of the 101st Cadet Class

27

AN TODHCAÍ  
Cadet Caoilte Curneen

Inár mbaill den 101ú Rang Daltaí, táimid go léir ag tnúth leis an saol inár gcuid aonad nua 
agus na dúshláin a bheidh romhainn chomh maith le heolas a chur ar chultúr na n-aonad 
éagsúil seo. Inár n-oifigigh nua-choimisiúnaithe, táimid go léir ag tnúth go mór lenár 
ndeis cur le hÓglaigh na hÉireann agus tá an-áthas orainn faoin obair a bheidh muid ina 
bun leis na Mná agus na Fir go léir atá ag fónamh leis an eagraíocht seo. 

Tá baill an 101ú Rang Daltaí an-bhródúil agus táimid ag súil go mór leis an ionadaíocht a 
dhéanfaidh gach duine againn ar an tír seo anseo sa bhaile agus thar lear. 

Inár n-oifigigh nua in Óglaigh na hÉireann, táimid ag tnúth go mór leis an deis atá againn 
fónamh thar lear leis na saighdiúirí faoinár gceannas i dtimpeallacht dhainséarach ar na 
misean éagsúla a thagann chun cinn agus ár scileanna mar cheannairí agus gach rud a 
d’fhoghlaim muid i Scoil na nDaltaí a chur ag obair. Múineadh na scileanna go léir a 
bheidh ag teastáil uainn i Scoil na nDaltaí, scileanna a bheidh againn go deo agus a 
sheasfaidh linn nuair a éiríonn cúrsaí deacair.

De réir mar ardú ag teacht ar uimhreacha Óglaigh na hÉireann, táimid ag súil leis an 
ról a bheidh againn inár dteagascóirí ag múineadh earcaigh nua agus ag obair leis na 
saighdiúirí dhá agus trí réalta. Ar deireadh, táimid ag tnúth tabhairt faoi na cúrsaí éagsúla 
a chuireann an eagraíocht seo ar fáil dúinn. Tá go leor den rang ag tnúth freisin cur lena 
gcuid oideachais tríd an scéim USAC a chuireann ar ár gcumas dul chuig Ollscoileanna 
tríú leibhéal agus céimeanna leibhéal 8 a bhaint amach saor in aisce.

Mar fhocal scoir, tá gach rud a bhfuil sceitimíní orainn fúthu luaite cheana féin. Ar 
deireadh táimid ag súil leis an mbóthar seo atá romhainn leis an eagraíocht seo agus is é 
sin an rud is tábhachtaí.
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ACHIEVEMENTS 
Ár nÉachtaí

Cadet Shooting Team

A selected cohort of Cadets partook in numerous training days and competitions for 
competitive shooting. Cadets were chosen after our ARPs took place, with only those with 
top scores, Marksmen, being added to the team. Cadets Daly, O’Rourke, Callaghan and 
Reynolds taking part in the team. The shooting team put in a great effort and showed 
strong marksmanship skills in the All-Army Competition.

The Falling Plates team, represented by Cadets Russell, Holohan, Griffin, Slevin and 
Harris came second in the DFTC and advanced through to the All-Army Competition 
where they put in a strong effort on the day and made the Cadet School proud.

The Cadet Football Team 

The Cadet School football team were in the division 3 colleges football championship, 
they represented the school well in all games. 
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A number of footballers took part in the medical services football competition with a 
number of cadets representing the DFTC. They would go on to beat 28th Bn in the final 
to leave victorious.

A number of Cadets also represented the DFTC in the brigade football competition. 
Cadets were transported from the FOB in Kilworth straight to the final where they went 
on to beat 3rd Bn after extra time. It was an excellent performance by the team.

The Cadet An Cosantóir Team

The Cadets competed in the annual An Cosantóir race on the 1st October 2025 in 
Phoenix Park. We entered 2 blocks of 20, a 3-person loaded march team, as well as a 
number of Cadets who participated in the Individual Run category. We retained the 
10km block run title for the third time in a row with Block 1 finishing first with a time 
of 41.45, with block 2 also making an excellent effort on the day. Cadets Thompson, 
Poynton and Gallagher finished second in the loaded march just behind the overseas 126 
Bn. Cadet Thompson finished strong, coming in first with a serious time of 45.22.
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The Cadet Debating Team
By practicing and competing in debates, the 101st Cadet Class had many opportunities 
to improve their public speaking and debating skills. Cadets first tested their skills against 
each other before taking on Dublin Business School, which saw the Cadets taking the 
win with Cdt Martin Foley winning  ‘Best Overall Speaker’. Cdt Leigh Walsh was a guest 
speaker at a debate with the The Philosophical Society of Trinity College Dublin. The 
Cadets then competed in the Irish Times Debate with Cdt Clodagh Lehane advancing to 
the Grand Final. 
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CADET CLASS CAPTAIN
Captaein na nDaltaí – Cuimhne Phearsanta

Cadet Cian Whittaker

‘A Personal Reflection’
Eighty-one civilians from all corners of the island and further 
afield arrived into the Cadet’s Mess on the morning of the 15th 
of October 2024, all unaware of the road that lay ahead of them 
over the next eighteen months. One hundred Cadet classes had 
walked the road before us.  A road both long and short, marked 
by challenges and growth, carrying us through the highest 
of highs and the lowest of lows and ultimately transforming 
civilians into junior leaders of character and competence of 
Óglaigh na hÉireann. This road is embodied in our motto; ‘An 
Ród so Romham’ – ‘this road before me’.

The 101st Cadet Class are grateful to and were supported throughout our eighteen-month 
long Cadetship by the members of staff of the Cadet School both past and present, our 
Seniors, the 100th Cadet Class and of course our families and friends who we could not 
have completed this journey without. 

Over the length of our time here, we have learned and been tested on many technical 
skills such as weapons handling, navigation, fieldcraft, tactics and much more. Together 
we overcame some of the most physically and mentally challenging tasks; from a 20km tab 
across the peaks of Wicklow, to crawling every bank in the Glen of Imaal, to surviving the 
storms of the Dig-In and OOTW, to long nights of no sleep in ISTAR, from marching 
32km side by side from Coolmooney to the Curragh, to foot and arms drill, to many, 
many hours of UIE. Together we found resilience, fortitude and camaraderie through all 
of this. The 101st developed as a team, as the tough times in barracks and on the ground 
only served to bond us closer together. Comedy was found throughout the adversity as we 
always found a way to smile through it all.

We improved our teamwork skills, learned from our mistakes, adapted under pressure, 
cultivated our confidence to lead and communicate effectively, and to perform in 
challenging situations. Our Cadetship, although now coming to an end, is only just the 
beginning of our careers. The road ahead is one that we all now must walk ourselves. As 
we go our separate ways to our different units across the country, we will always take with 
us that we were members of the 101st Cadet Class, and this we can be proud of.
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Our Cadetship was one of the most challenging but rewarding experiences that I have 
personally undertaken. I look forward to seeing where each one of us progresses to in our 
careers, as I’m sure our paths will cross again at home and overseas.

Thank you.

Cadet Whittaker, Cadet Captain
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CADET SCHOOL STAFF
Lucht Foirne Scoil na nDaltaí

School Commandant:	 Lt Col Eugene Cooke 

	 Lt Col Stephen Mac Eoin

Second in Command & Chief Instructor:	 Comdt Fiachra Ó Coigligh

Cadet School Sergeant Major:	 RSM Stephen O’Neill

Cadet School Student Counsellor:	 Comdt Andria Fitzpatrick

Cadet School Quartermaster Sergeant:	 CQMS James Lawton

Chaplin to the Cadet School:	 Fr PJ Somers

Class Officer 101st Cadet Class:	 Comdt Lisa McMahon

Second in Command 101st Cadet Class:	 Capt Thomas Murphy

Company Sergeant 101st Cadet Class:	 CS Will Lawler

Platoon Comd No 1 Pl 101st Cadet Class:	 Capt Clare Murphy 

Platoon Comd No 2 Pl 101st Cadet Class:	 Lt Peter Keanan  

Platoon Sergeant No 1 Pl 101st Cadet Class:	 Sgt Craig O’Halloran

Platoon Sergeant No 2 Pl 101st Cadet Class:	 Sgt Damian Hall	
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STUDENTS OF THE 101ST CADET CLASS
Daltaí an 101ú Rang Daltaí

Lieutenant George Baldry
Cadet Baldry is from Nenagh, Co. Tipperary and is 30 years old. 
He is the son of Marc Baldry and Angela Toohey. Before being 
awarded his Cadetship he worked as a secondary school history 
teacher in the UK. His interests include chess, Warhammer, 
gym and reading. The highlight of his Cadetship was taking 
part in the Guard of Honour for the Presidential Credentials 
in the Áras. 

2/Lieutenant Conor Byrne
Cadet Byrne is from Mountmellick Co. Laois and is 21 years 
old. He is the son of Marc Byrne and Susan Byrne. Before 
being awarded his Cadetship he was working in construction 
on-site for multiple projects. His interests include playing 
hurling, football and golf whenever he can. The highlight of his 
Cadetship was the breakfast roll after exercise OOTW. 

2/Lieutenant Liam Campbell 
Cadet Campbell is from Loughlinstown, Co. Dublin and is 
22 years old. He is the son of Sharon Campbell. Before being 
awarded his Cadetship he worked as a landscaper. His interests 
include the gym and hiking. The highlight of his Cadetship was 
getting on to the ROPS at the end of the Dig-In exercise. 
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2/Lieutenant Daniel Callaghan 
Cadet Callaghan is from Greystones, Co. Wicklow and is 20 
years old. He is the son of Emer Callaghan and Paul Callaghan. 
Before being awarded his Cadetship he was completing 
his second level education. His interests include the gym, 
sports and the outdoors. The highlight of his Cadetship was 
completing OOTW (Operations Other Than War). 

2/Lieutenant Eoin Cleary 
Cadet Cleary is from Redcross, Co. Wicklow and is 20 years 
old. He is the son of John Cleary and Maura Fullam. Before 
being awarded his Cadetship he was completing his second 
level education at Colaiste Chill Mhantain. His interests 
include running, swimming, bouldering and jiu jitsu. The 
highlight of his Cadetship was completing the final ground 
exercise, exercise OOTW (Operations Other Than War) and 
the pilgrimage to Lourdes.

2/Lieutenant Kurt Condron 
Cadet Condron is from Co. Carlow and is 23 years old. He is 
the son of Fiona Condron and Ken Condron. Before being 
awarded his Cadetship he served as a 3 star Private in the 
3rd Battalion and served overseas in the 123rd Battalion. His 
interests include boxing, golf and scuba diving. The highlight 
of his Cadetship was getting to scuba dive during Adventure 
week. 
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2/Lieutenant Ciarán-John Corcoran 
Cadet Corcoran is from Castlecoote, Co. Roscommon and is 
23 years old. He is the son of June Carton and John Corcoran. 
Before being awarded his Cadetship he was studying at the 
University of Missouri on a sports scholarship. His interests 
include rugby. The highlight of his Cadetship was carrying the 
national flag during the class pilgrimage to Lourdes. 

2/Lieutenant Pierce Cummins
Cadet Cummins is from Shanagerry, Co. Cork and is 23 years 
old. He is the son of Tim Cummins and Nuala Cummins. 
Before being awarded his Cadetship he was working as a 
postman. His interests include studying modern day infantry 
tactics. The highlight of his Cadetship was running the Mil Col 
Marathon with Cadet Ryan. 

 

Lieutenant Caoilte Curneen
Cadet Curneen is from Ballyferriter, Co. Kerry and is 26 years 
old. He is the son of Philip Curneen and Kay Curneen. Before 
being awarded his Cadetship he worked as a business branch 
assistant manager. His interests include the gym, rugby and 
camping. The highlight of his Cadetship was getting to take 
part in the military pilgrimage in Lourdes and interacting with 
other militaries around the world. 
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2/Lieutenant Fionn Cusack
Cadet Cusack is from Valentia Island and is 20 years old. He 
is the son of Áine Cusack and Cathal Cusack. Before being 
awarded his Cadetship he was completing his second level 
education at Colaiste na Sceilge. His interests include playing 
football and darts and playing his guitar in his free time. 
The highlight of his Cadetship was the camaraderie with his 
section during Exercise MOUT (Military Operations in Urban 
Terrain). 

2/Lieutenant Thomas Daly
Cadet Daly is from Ballyshannon Co.Donegal and is 24 years 
old. He is the son of Frances Daly and Manus Daly. Before 
being awarded his Cadetship he worked as a bartender and 
on the farm. His interests include boxing, reading and current 
events. The highlight of his Cadetship was the class pilgrimage 
to Lourdes. 

2/Lieutenant Tom Daly
Cadet Daly is from Athlone, Co. Westmeath and is 20 years 
old. He is the son of Nigel Daly and Emma Daly. Before 
being awarded his Cadetship he was completing his second 
level education at Marist College. His interests include Gaelic 
football. The highlight of his Cadetship was the class pilgrimage 
to Lourdes. 
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2/Lieutenant Daniel Doyle
Cadet Doyle is from Gorey, Co. Wexford and is 21 years old. 
He is the son of Sean Doyle and Katherina Doyle. Before 
being awarded his Cadetship he was studying a Construction 
and Management Degree at the University of Limerick. His 
interests include the gym, rugby and hurling. The highlight of 
his Cadetship was completing Scratch during Section Field. 

Lieutenant Oran Foley
Cadet Foley is from Wexford, Co. Wexford and is 26 years old. 
He is the son of Mark Foley and Caroline Foley. Before being 
awarded his Cadetship he studied Economics and Politics at 
Trinity College Dublin. His interests include taekwondo and 
chess. The highlight of his Cadetship was finishing the march 
back from the Glen of Imaal. 

Lieutenant Alex Gallagher
Cadet Gallagher is from Glenavy, Co. Antrim and is 28 years 
old. He is the son of Hugh Gallagher and Mary Gallagher. 
Before being awarded his Cadetship he was working in the 
field of Geophysics. His interests include GAA. The highlight 
of his Cadetship was taking part in the ISTAR (Intelligence 
Surveillance Target Acquisition and Reconnaissance) Block. 
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Lieutenant Simon Gallagher 
Cadet Gallagher is from Glenavy, Co. Antrim and is 27 years 
old. He is the son of Hugh Gallagher and Mary Gallagher. 
Before being awarded his Cadetship he spent a year working 
in Boston, Massachusetts. His interests include poetry. The 
highlight of his Cadetship was the class pilgrimage to Lourdes.

2/Lieutenant Craig Griffin
Cadet Griffin is from Loughrea, Co. Galway and is 22 years 
old. He is the son of Paul Griffin and Anita Griffin. Before 
being awarded his Cadetship he was studying Mechanical 
Engineering at Atlantic Technological University. His interests 
include weightlifting, fitness and clay shooting. The highlight 
of his Cadetship was marching back into the Curragh Camp, 
behind the bagpipes as we approached the Cadet school, 
completing the March Back. 

2/Lieutenant Fionn Heslin
Cadet Heslin is from Maganey, Co. Kildare and is 21 years 
old. He is the son of Terence Heslin and Averil Heslin. Before 
being awarded his Cadetship he was undertaking a PLC. His 
interests include sports. The highlight of his Cadetship was the 
completion of OOTW (Operations Other Than War). 
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2/Lieutenant Padraig Holohan
Cadet Holohan is from Kilkenny, Co. Kilkenny and is 25 
years old. He is the son of Liam Holohan and Paula Holohan. 
Before being awarded his Cadetship he was a Private in the 3rd 
Infantry Battalion and served overseas in the EUBG (European 
Union Battle Group). His interests include going to the gym. 
The highlight of his Cadetship was the class pilgrimage to 
Lourdes. 

2/Lieutenant Thomas Jackson
Cadet Jackson is from Dundalk, Co. Louth and is 25 years old. 
He is the son of Mary Brennan and Frank Brennan. Before 
being awarded his Cadetship he was serving as a 3 star Private in 
the 27th  Battalion and was overseas with the 124th Battalion. 
His interests include running, weightlifting, and palaeontology. 
The highlight of his Cadetship was the first cup of tea after 
completing OOTW (Operations Other Than War). 

2/Lieutenant Isobel Kellegher 
Cadet Kellegher is from Liscarroll, Co. Cork and is 20 years old. 
She is the daughter of Oonagh Kellegher and Colum Kellegher. 
Before being awarded her Cadetship she was completing her 
second level education at St Mary’s Mallow. Her interests 
include running and piano. The highlight of her Cadetship was 
taking part in Adventure week. 
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2/Lieutenant Shane Lawlor
Cadet Lawlor is from Kilcullen, Co. Kildare and is 20 years old. 
He is the son of Joseph Lawlor and Suzanne Lawlor. Before 
being awarded his Cadetship he was completing his second 
level education at Cross and Passion College. His interests 
include boxing and music. The highlight of his Cadetship was 
partaking in the 1916 commemorations outside the GPO on 
Easter Sunday. 

2/Lieutenant Clodagh Lehane
Cadet Lehane is from Mallow, Co. Cork and is 20 years old. She 
is the daughter of Niall Lehane and Diahann Lehane. Before 
being awarded her Cadetship she was educated at St Mary’s 
Mallow where she completed her second level education. Her 
interests include traveling and the Red Cross. The highlight 
of her Cadetship was the ISTAR (Intelligence, Surveillance, 
Target Acquisition and Reconnaissance) block and the class 
pilgrimage to Lourdes. 

Lieutenant Joshua O’Brien
Cadet O’Brien is from Doneraile, Co. Cork and is 25 years 
old. He is the son of Barry O’Brien and Rosemary O’Brien. 
Before being awarded his Cadetship he studied Engineering 
at the University of Limerick. His interests include rugby, 
fitness and outdoor sports. The highlight of his Cadetship was 
experiencing the first warm shower after Scratch.
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2/Lieutenant Toby MacAdam
Cadet MacAdam is from Ballinderreen, Co. Galway and is 20 
years old. He is the son of Mona MacAdam and Rory MacAdam. 
Before being awarded his Cadetship he completed his second 
level education at Gort CS. His interests include playing 
hurling, golf and the gym. The highlight of his Cadetship was 
the bridge jump.

2/Lieutenant Padraig Mac Carthaigh
Cadet Mac Carthaigh is from Bullaun, Loughrea Co. Galway 
and is 21 years old. He is the son of Aodan Mac Carthaigh and 
Roisin Mac Carthaigh. Before being awarded his Cadetship 
he was completing his second level education. His interests 
include playing hurling and video games. The highlight of his 
Cadetship was Exercise OOTW (Operations Other Than War).

Lieutenant Lauren Martin
Cadet Martin from Ballyhooly, Co. Cork and is 23 years old. 
She is the daughter of Tiernan Martin and Gretta Martin. 
Before being awarded her Cadetship she studied English 
Literature at the University College Cork. Her interests include 
boxing, gym, tennis, reading and writing. The highlight of her 
Cadetship was the class pilgrimage to Lourdes.
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2/Lieutenant Kieran Malone
Cadet Malone is from Co. Clare and is 30 years old. He is 
the son of Martin Malone and Siobhan Malone. Before being 
awarded his Cadetship he was working as an Airport Police 
Fire Officer in Shannon Airport, and he was studying a BSc 
in Strength and Conditioning in Setanta College. His interests 
include GAA, athletics and mountaineering. The highlight of 
his Cadetship was the class pilgrimage to Lourdes and taking 
part in the 1916 Memorial Ceremony outside the GPO. 

Lieutenant Elina Mats
Cadet Mats is from Longford Town, Co. Longford and is 31 
years old. She is the daughter of Irina Mats and Juri Mats. 
Before being awarded her Cadetship she completed her degree 
in Russian & Spanish in Trinity College Dublin, and went on 
to work in management consulting and the financial services 
sector, most recently at PTSB. Her interests include rock 
climbing, foreign languages, travel, cycling, and running. The 
highlight of her Cadetship was Scratch and the bridge jump.

2/Lieutenant Claire McCormack
Cadet McCormack is from Moate, Co. Westmeath and is 20 
years old. She is the daughter of Cora McCormack and Thomas 
McCormack. Before being awarded her Cadetship she was 
completing her second level education at Moate Community 
School. Her interests include Gaelic football, learning new 
languages and literature. The highlight of her Cadetship was 
getting to experience Adventure week in Donegal.
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2/Lieutenant Josh McDonnell
Cadet McDonnell is from Newbridge, Co. Kildare and is 
21 years old. He is the son of Laura McDonnell and Chris 
Devereux. Before being awarded his Cadetship he was enlisted 
as a 3-star trooper in the First Armoured Cavalry Squadron. 
His interests include hunting, martial arts and general fitness. 
The highlight of his Cadetship was the class trip to Kilmainham 
Gaol.

Lieutenant Michael McNamara 
Cadet McNamara is from Claremorris, Co. Mayo and is 25 
years old. He is the son of Michael McNamara and Pauline 
McNamara. Before being awarded his Cadetship he was 
studying PE and Maths at the University of Limerick. His 
interests include Gaelic football and swimming. The highlight 
of his Cadetship was taking part in the 1916 Memorial outside 
the GPO.

2/Lieutenant Kevin McNeill
Cadet McNeill is from Maynooth, Co. Kildare and is 22 years 
old. He is the son of Ann McNeill and Enda McNeill. Before 
being awarded his Cadetship he was studying at Maynooth 
University. His interests include anything and everything GAA 
related. The highlight of his Cadetship was taking part in 
Adventure week.
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Lieutenant Sam McQuaid
Cadet McQuaid is from Wexford Town, Co. Wexford and is 24 
years old. He is the son of Collette Blake and James McQuaid. 
Before being awarded his Cadetship he was educated at the 
University College Cork where he studied Law. His interests 
include travelling and running. The highlight of his Cadetship 
was Scratch.

2/Lieutenant Éamon Moran
Cadet Moran is from Crossabeg, Co. Wexford and is 21 years 
old. He is the son of Gerry Moran and Deirdre O’Grady. 
Before being awarded his Cadetship he served as a 3-star private 
in the 3rd Battalion. His interests include playing hurling. The 
highlight of his Cadetship was the class pilgrimage to Lourdes.

Lieutenant Timon Nieuwstadt
Cadet Nieuwstadt is from South Africa and is 27 years old. He 
is the son of Andre Nieuwstadt and Maria Nieuwstadt. Before 
being awarded his Cadetship he was working in the field of 
Engineering. His interests include running and swimming. The 
highlight of his Cadetship was the class pilgrimage to Lourdes.
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2/Lieutenant Luke Phelan
Cadet Phelan is from Gowran, Co. Kilkenny and is 20 years 
old. He is the son of Michael Phelan and Olive Phelan. 
Before being awarded his Cadetship he had started his degree 
in Engineering. His interests include fitness and playing the 
guitar. The highlight of his Cadetship was finishing Exercise 
Long-Reach.

Lieutenant Aaron Poynton
Cadet Poynton is from Balrothery, Co. Dublin and is 37 years 
old. He is the son of Thomas Poynton and Eileen Poynton. 
Before being awarded his Cadetship he completed a MA in 
Geopolitics & Grand Strategy and worked in strategic emergency 
planning for the Department of Defence, he was also active 
in 7th Battalion RDF. His interests include cycling, running, 
photography and hiking. The highlight of his Cadetship was 
Military Operations Urban Terrain in Dublin Port.

2/Lieutenant Gearoid Reynolds 
Cadet Reynolds is from Tuam Co. Galway and is 20 years old. 
He is the son of Gerry Reynolds and Siobhan Reynolds. Before 
being awarded his Cadetship he had started a psychology 
degree at the University of Limerick. His interests include 
ultra-running. The highlight of his Cadetship was Exercise 
Long-Reach.
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Lieutenant Matthew Russell
Cadet Russell is from Kilkenny City, Co. Kilkenny and is 25 
years old. He is the son of Eddie and Aine Russell. Before 
being awarded his Cadetship he was studying Business at the 
University of Limerick. His interests include hurling and golf. 
The highlight of his Cadetship was Adventure week.

Lieutenant Donal Ryan
Cadet Ryan is from Rochestown, Co. Cork and is 24 years 
old. He is the son of Edward Ryan and Roisin Ryan. Before 
being awarded his Cadetship he was educated at the University 
College Cork where he graduated with a degree in commerce. 
His interests include the gym and MMA. The highlight of his 
Cadetship was running the Mil Col Marathon with Cadet 
Cummins.

2/Lieutenant Andrew Sheffield
Cadet Sheffield is from Kiltoom, Co. Roscommon and is 
20 years old. He is the son of George Sheffield and Niamh 
Sheffield. Before being awarded his Cadetship he was working 
as a waiter at his local hotel and playing football. His interests 
include playing football and basketball. The highlight of his 
Cadetship was learning how to kayak during Adventure week.
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Lieutenant Andrew Slevin
Cadet Slevin is from Co. Meath and is 27 years old. He is 
the son of Damien Slevin and Michelle Slevin. Before being 
awarded his Cadetship he worked as a sports therapist. His 
interests include camping and shooting. The highlight of his 
Cadetship was being a rioter in CRC (Crowd Riot Control) 
training.

2/Lieutenant Seán Stynes
Cadet Stynes is from Suncroft Curragh, Co. Kildare and is 21 
years old. He is the son of Michael Stynes and Sebrina Stynes. 
Before being awarded his Cadetship he had completed his 
second level education at Newbridge College. His interests 
include running and football. The highlight of his Cadetship 
was getting to sleep on the transit after exercise Long Reach.

Lieutenant Matthew Sweeney 
Cadet Sweeney is from Ardara, Co. Donegal and is 25 years 
old. He is the son of Sheila Wray and Stephen Sweeney. Before 
being awarded his Cadetship he was educated at the University 
of Galway where he studied Economics, Politics and Law. 
His interests include playing football. The highlight of his 
Cadetship was the class pilgrimage to Lourdes.
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2/Lieutenant Lara Tankosić Kelly 
Cadet Tankosić Kelly is from Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
and is 20 years old. She is the daughter of Tanja Tankosić and 
Garret Kelly. Before being awarded her Cadetship she was 
educated at Sarajevo Druga Gimnazija. Her interests include 
weightlifting, movies and sea swimming. The highlight of her 
Cadetship was adventure week and Exercise MOUT (Military 
Operations in Urban Terrain).

Lieutenant Luke Thompson
Cadet Thompson is from Waterford City, Co. Waterford and 
is 24 years old. He is the son of Grace Hamilton and Simon 
Thompson. Before being awarded his Cadetship he was 
educated at the University College Dublin where he studied 
Law with Politics. His interests include running and cycling. 
The highlight of his Cadetship was Exercise OOTW.

2/Lieutenant Sam Turner 
Cadet Turner is from Taghmon, Co. Wexford and is 20 years 
old. He is the son of Frank Turner and Niamh Bierney. Before 
being awarded his Cadetship he was completing his second level 
education at St Peter’s College. His interests include rugby. The 
highlight of his Cadetship was the class pilgrimage to Lourdes.
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2/Lieutenant Leigh Walsh
Cadet Walsh is from Rochfortbridge, Co. Westmeath and is 
30 years old. He is the son of Lorna Walsh and Walter Walsh. 
Before being awarded his Cadetship he was living and working 
in Aberdeen, Scotland. His interests include kickboxing, 
martial arts and gaming. The highlight of his Cadetship was 
completing Phase 3.

Lieutenant Oisin Ward O’Brien
Cadet Ward O’Brien is from Laytown, Co. Meath and is 
25 years old. He is the son of Grainne Ward and Camillus 
O’Brien. Before being awarded his Cadetship he worked as 
a civil servant. His interests include reading and music. The 
highlight of his Cadetship was being a part of the first section 
to finish Exercise Long Reach.

2/Lieutenant Aidan Wells
Cadet Wells is from Carrick on Suir, Co. Tipperary and 
is 21 years old. He is the son of Liam Wells and Margeret 
Wells. Before being awarded his Cadetship he worked at his 
local Credit Union as a Member Service Representative. His 
interests include soccer, hurling and football. The highlight of 
his Cadetship was the completion of Exercise Long Reach.
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2/Lieutenant Cian Whittaker
Cadet Whittaker is from Oughterard, Co. Galway and is 24 
years old. He is the son of Johnny Whittaker and Catherine 
Faherty. Before being awarded his Cadetship he was three years 
into a degree in History and Politics in the University of Galway. 
And had just returned home from living in the Netherlands 
for a year. His interests include rugby, running, the gym and 
traveling. The highlight of his Cadetship was carrying the 
national flag through the streets of Lourdes.
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A WORD OF APPRECIATION
Focal Buíochais

After eighteen months of physical and mental hardship, laughs and late nights, it’s 
important to appreciate all of those who have helped us come this far. From fixing buttons 
on the way out the door to an inspection, sharing snacks on the ground, or even offering 
a sweet and a sympathetic ear when someone is struggling, we continuously worked for 
each other as a team. However, it’s not just each other that we have relied on to get this 
far, it is also our friends and families and the sacrifices that they too have had to make 
along the way. 

It is our close circle that supported us throughout this journey by adapting to our unusual 
and very often inconvenient timings, our absence, and listening to stories involving terms 
and acronyms that they may, but often did not understand. Life in the Cadet School can 
seem very different and unfamiliar, so sometimes, just hearing a familiar voice on the 
other end of the phone can give us the reassurance that we need. 

As a class, we don’t want to overlook all those who have been there for since we first 
arrived at the Curragh. It is through our loved ones coming together to support us and 
what we do that has made this period of training a lighter load, and for some, what has 
made it pass by quicker than expected. 

Now, as we approach Commissioning, the 101st Cadet Class are more grateful than ever 
to have our loved ones to celebrate this achievement with us. If the Cadetship has taught 
us anything, it is to appreciate the people around you, the ones who encourage you, who 
are honest with you, even when you don’t want them to be. We have learned to appreciate 
those who will always stand by our side. 

And so, to all the parents, guardians, grandparents, siblings, partners and friends who 
have shared the weight of the bad days, and made the good days all the better, thank you. 
We may not say it enough, but we are deeply grateful to each and every one of you. 

  The 101st Cadet Class.
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“�Óglaigh na hÉireann has been the people, is the people and will be the people. Our 
green uniform does not make us less people. It is a cloak of our service, a curtailer of our 
weaknesses, an amplifier of our strengths.”

Lieutenant General Richard Mulcahy 
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